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Alex Clerc
News Editor
Wouldn’t it be great if ev-
ery several years, you had the 
option to take a year off from 
your job to do almost any-
thing you wanted?  In many 
careers, any time off to pursue 
your passions, explore a new 
facet of your fi eld, and gain a 
new perspective is considered 
a luxury.
But every several years, our 
professors may elect to take a 
year off from teaching to do 
just that.  This is the second 
installment in a series of ar-
ticles highlighting the accom-
plishments of our professors 
who went on sabbatical last 
year.
Professor of Mathematics 
Steve Carlson returned this 
year from his sabbatical leave 
in Washington, D.C., where 
he worked as a visiting math-
ematician at the Mathemat-
ics Association of America 
(MAA).
The MAA is the largest pro-
fessional society devoted to 
collegiate mathematics in the 
world.  It supports mathemat-
ics professionals by work-
ing with the government to 
create public policies which 
are more supportive of math 
education and research and 
by providing professional 
development opportunities. 
The MAA has about 27,000 
members.
Carlson’s duties at the MAA 
were mostly administrative. 
He represented the MAA at 
national meetings, worked 
with key national committees 
on collegiate mathematics 
curricula and instruction, and 
even went to Capital Hill to at-
tend sessions on mathematics 
funding issues.
Carlson also wrote and pub-
lished articles on MAA events, 
developed guidelines for re-
viewing college math depart-
ments, and participated in 
strategic planning activities 
for the MAA.  
“I really enjoyed feeling like 
I was contributing to efforts 
that benefi t colleagues in 
my professional area nation-
wide,” said Carlson. 
He also found the time to 
fi nish a research paper on the 
subject of fuzzy topology and 
give lectures at D.C. area high 
schools.
“I feel I bring back a re-
newed perspective for my 
classroom teaching and cur-
riculum development,” re-
fl ected Carlson.  “The sab-
batical experience gives you 
a real sense of renewal and 
reinvigoration.”
Associate Professor of 
Chemistry Howard McLean 
spent the fi rst part of his sab-
batical at the University of 
Tennessee at Chattanooga 
(UTC).
In one of his research proj-
ects at UTC, he collaborated 
with Jade Wamsley, a 2005 
Rose-Hulman graduate.  This 
project involved endocrine 
disruptor chemicals such as 
arsenic.  “We set out to an-
swer questions such as, why 
does arsenic interfere with 
the endocrine system?  Why 
is it a pseudo-mimicker of 
estrogen?”  Wamsley got the 
opportunity to present her 
results at a seminar series 
at UTC and a symposium at 
Rose.
Continued on Page 3...
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Lissa Avery
Editor-in-Chief
T
hursday, September 
15, Professor Bradley 
Smith of Capital Uni-
versity Law spoke at 
Rose-Hulman on interpreting 
the constitution.  The event 
was held in honor of Constitu-
tion Day due to a recent man-
date by the government that 
Constitution Day programs 
must exist in schools that re-
ceive government funding. 
Bradley’s presence was spon-
sored by Student Affairs, the 
Humanities and Social Sci-
ences Department with the 
support of the Elsie Pawley 
Fund, and the Logan Library.
Smith, the former Commis-
sioner and Chairman of the 
Federal Election Commission, 
holds the opinion that mem-
bers of the Supreme Court 
have recently taken to inter-
jecting their own values into 
the Constitution.  He argues 
for a stricter, formalist inter-
pretation of the Constitution 
that focuses on a textual read-
ing of the document.
“It’s popular to suggest in 
some circles that the Consti-
tution is a living document,” 
Smith stated.  Unlike the Get-
tysburg Address and the Dec-
laration of Independence, 
however, “the Constitution is 
different.  The men that met 
in 1776 met […] to perform 
a concrete task of creating a 
new government.”
“The Constitution is a pro-
cedural, not aspirational 
document,” Smith stated.  Ac-
cording to him, it is a docu-
ment that clearly details the 
means of the governing body 
to govern.  Smith supports 
the view that the Constitution 
does not state values--it only 
states the means of upholding 
those values.
Smith’s talk prominently 
featured examples from his 
area of expertise: campaign 
fi nance.  He raised questions 
of abridged freedom of politi-
cal speech with the limiting 
of campaign fi nance contri-
butions and whether people 
should still be permitted to 
carry guns, despite the fact 
that the Second Amendment 
mentions a militia.
In closing his talk, Smith 
answered questions from the 
audience, including Assistant 
Professor of History and Latin 
American Studies Sam Mart-
land’s challenge to address is-
sues such as the constitution-
ality of Guantanamo Bay.  
A student asked if Smith felt 
that humans are inherently 
good, to which Smith replied, 
“No.  That’s why we need a 
government.”
Professors pursue their passions
Former Rose-Hulman President 
Sam Hulbert has joined the faculty of 
Florida Gulf Coast University (FGCU) 
as an engineering professor.  The FGCU 
engineering program, just launched 
this fall, has 99 students enrolled 
and offers degrees in environmental, 
civil, and biomedical engineering. 
In addition to Hulbert, two adjunct 
professors have been hired and the 
university plans to sign on fi ve more 
engineering faculty members in the 
near future.
News Briefs
Hulbert to teach at 
FGCU
Large sections of New Orleans, 
including the historic French quarter, 
will be re-opened starting next 
week, said mayor Ray Nagin.  The 
announcement comes amid efforts 
to restore the city’s infrastructure 
after government tests indicated that, 
although the fl oodwaters contain 
dangerous bacteria and industrial 
chemicals, the air is safe to breathe.
“We will have life. We will have 
commerce. We will have people 
getting into their normal mode of 
operations, and the rhythm that 
makes this city so unique,” the mayor 
said. “It’s a good day in New Orleans. 
The sun is shining .... We’re going to 
bring this city back.”
New Orleans to re-open
Friday
Sunny 72 Hi / 50 Lo
Saturday
Sunny 80 Hi / 54 Lo
Provided by www.weather.com
News
SGA senators elected.
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by Alex Clerc
Bradley Smith emphasizes a textual interpretation of the 
constitution.
Ken Meyer / Rose Thorn
Howard McLean holds two 
pieces of the Canyon Diablo 
meteorite.  
Ken Meyer / Rose Thorn
Money raised
for Red Cross
The Rose-Hulman Ladies Luncheon 
group, which collected monetary do-
nations on campus last week, pre-
sented the American Red Cross with 
$3095.00 last Thursday.
The need for volunteers in the Wa-
bash Valley Red Cross is also high as 
their current volunteers are being de-
ployed throughout areas devastated 
by hurricane Katrina.
*Rose Hulman Fam-
ily Picnic, Ute & Ozok 
Shelters, Deming Park, 
5 p.m.
*Fall Campus Blood 
Drive, Hulman Union, 
11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
*Admissions’ Campus 
Visitation Day, Hatfi eld 
Hall Theater, 1-4 p.m.
*Fall Campus Blood 
Drive, Hulman Union, 
11 a.m. to 5 p.m.
*Explore Engineering 
Registration/Edible En-
gineering Contest, Hul-
man Union, 6:30 p.m.
CLASSIFIEDS2 The Rose Thorn
Gorgeous, Spacious, Beau-
tiful are only a few words 
to describe this lovely three 
bedroom apartment located 
at 904 S 6th St. Features also 
include sunny kitchen, off 
street parking, laundry fa-
cilities, two full baths, and 
lots of closets. $335 per per-
son (based on three people) 
includes heat, water, and 
sewer. Call Sharp Flats, LLC 
at 877-1146 to see this gem.
Sharp Flats
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Christina Davis
2 Bedroom House for 2-3 
persons. Very clean and new 
paint. Fridge/Range/AC/
Washer Dryer Hookup. Con-
vient to campus. In a good 
neighborhood. Off-street 
parking. No Pets. 24 hr. main-
tenance. 9-12 Month lease. 
478-9286.
For Rent
Custom Printed Tees, Hood-
ies, Baseball & More. Call 
232-6947 for Prices. Swag’s 
Screenprinting2950 S. 7th. 
Always lower than internet 
prices. Free Artwork/Fast 
Service.
Swag’s Screenprinting
1 Br. $325 Aup $250 dep. 2 Br 
house $475 + utilities $325 
dep. Please call Melissa. 238-
2127 ext. 10.
Sycamore Realty
1 and 2 bedrooms. No Pets. 
Starting at 400/month to 
550/month + deposit and 
lease. 234-4884.
Gibson Apts
Now renting studios and 1-
5 bedroom apartments and 
houses. Our apartments are 
clean and well-maintained. 
We specialize in affordable 
housing for responsible 
students. Call Frazer Apart-
ments 232-4486. Our tenants 
are our best reference.
Frazer Apts
*Student activity, Movie 
Night, “National Trea-
sure,” Hatfi eld Hall 
Theater, 8 p.m.
Upcoming events
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday
Friday Saturday
September 16 17
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
*Graduate School Fair, 
Lobby & Kahn Rooms, 
Hulman Union, 6:30 - 9 
p.m.
Math and English tutor 
wanted for 8th grader. 2 days 
a week Tues/Thurs 3:45-4:45. 
Pay is Negotiable. Please call 
Traci 208-4421.
Tutor Wanted ASAP
Pig Out at the Sixteenth An-
nual Pig Roast to benefi t 
United Campus Ministries on 
Sunday, September 25, from 
11:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. The Pig 
Roast will be held next door 
to UCM at Centenary United 
Methodist Church, 301 N 7th 
Street, Terre Haute. Tickets 
are $7.00 ($3.00 for children 
under 6). Pig-In-A-Pouch will 
be available for carry-out pur-
chases. Join us for great food, 
fun, and fellowship at this an-
nual fund raiser.
Sixteenth Annual Pig Roast
*Fine Arts Series, Indiana 
University’s Singing 
Hoosiers, Hatfi eld Hall 
Theater, 7:30 - 9:30 p.m.
*Offi ce of Career Services’ 
Job Search/Interview 
Skills Workshop, Fac-
ulty/Staff Dining Room, 
Hulman Union, 5 - 5:30 
p.m.
25 26 27 28 29 30 August 1
*Vigo County College Fair, 
Hulman Center, Indiana 
State University, 7 - 8:30 
p.m.
*Student Activity, Disco 
Inferno, Main Dining 
Room, Hulman Union, 
10 p.m. to 12 a.m.
Ben Mann
Staff Writer
The Rose-Hulman campus had 
many renovations this summer, 
and among the most noticeable is 
the drastic change to the Triangle 
fraternity house.  This sudden 
transformation of this building is 
not surprising, seeing that just last 
year, items were replaced, includ-
ing the gutters, the stove, the re-
frigerator, and the phone system.
One of the most noticeable 
changes is the additional wing on 
the building.  This two-story and 
basement addition is located on 
the east end of the house.  It in-
creases the living capacity by two 
dozen, creates a laundry room 
and a study room, and will also 
be used for increased storage.
Other new features that can 
be seen from the outside include 
new casement windows, new 
sliding doors, and putting up vi-
nyl siding or brick.
There is a lot going on inside 
the walls as well.  A new HVAC 
(heating, ventilation, and air 
conditioning) unit will be put 
into place to provide zone heat-
ing/cooling and AC.  More effi -
cient furnaces will also be added.
The interior doors will be 
equipped with locks that have 
master keys for the house man-
ager and the walls and ceilings 
will have their drywall redone or 
paneled.  The exterior walls and 
the attic will be better insulated 
and, in some cases, made sound 
proof.
The two top priorities are the 
electricity and the plumbing. 
More outlets will be added to 
the rooms, as well as new lights. 
Also, each room will be given a 
separate circuit.  All the drains 
are being completely renovated, 
and all new water heaters, uri-
nals, and toilets will be added in 
parts of the house.
Last, but defi nitely not least, 
the fi re and security systems for 
the house are being revamped 
to make the inhabitants of the 
house much safer.  The new 
safety features include, but are 
not limited to, a sprinkler sys-
tem, a new fi re alarming system, 
emergency lights, and lighted 
exit signs.
All of this and more is in store 
for the inhabitants of the Triangle 
fraternity house.  More informa-
tion about the subject can be 
found on their website:  www.
rose-triangle.org.
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Triangle house under renovation
Attend the
Rose-Hulman Graduate
School Fair on
Thursday, September
22, from 6:30 p.m. to
9:00 p.m. in the
Hulman Memorial
Union to learn what
the Purdue Graduate
School has to offer you.
ADVANCING TO A HIGHER DEGREE
C O M M U N I T Y  •  K N OW L E D G E  •  D I S C OV E RY
gradschool.purdue.eduAn equal access/equal opportunity university.
GRADUATE SCHOOL
“We came to Purdue because its renowned
engineering program overwhelmed us.  The
technical resources of the department, as well
as the warmth felt by the students, faculty, and
staff, were a determining factor, too.”
-Brandon and Brant Cassimere
(PhD Students, Electrical and Computer Engineering,
Energy Sources and Systems)
WORK STUDY POSITIONS
AVAILABLE NOW
$6.50/HR
•  Business Manager
•  Assistant Advertising Manager
The Rose Thorn
thorn@rose-hulman.edu
2005-2006
SGA Election Results
Freshman Class President
Robert Greve
SGA Senators
Apartments East:
 Beth Lienhart
 D. Christopher Meyer
Apartments West:
 Elliot Goodman
 Phil Rendina
Blumberg:
 Shantel Strode
BSB:
 Matt Meyer
 Brittany LeClear
 Brant Whitaker
Deming:
 Owen Cunningham
 Justin Larson
Mees:
 Mandy Kronmiller
New Res:
 Santiago Murguia
 Brian Green
 Amber Jackson
 Jon Carson
Scharp:
 Chris Huizenga
Skinner/International:
 Devyash Goel
Speed:
 Kevin Beals
 Jordan Kendall
 Robert Martin
Commuter:
 Chris Doherty-Gottschalk
 Ryan Gergley
 Andrew Stroh
 James Bumpus
 Pat Barrett
The Triangle house is currently in a state of transition as remodel-
ing continues.
Christina Davis / Rose Thorn
McLean also taught at UTC, 
which has about 180 chemistry 
majors, and helped with draft-
ing grant proposals.
In the second phase of his 
sabbatical, McLean analyzed 
and investigated meteorites 
that have been recovered in 
Indiana.  He conducted this 
phase at Indiana State Uni-
versity (ISU).  “It helps both 
schools.  There’s potential 
there for publishable work,” 
said McLean.
McLean even had the op-
portunity to use a device at 
ISU called the ICPMS, which 
stands for inductively coupled 
plasma and mass spectrom-
eter.  This device uses argon 
plasma at well over 10,000° F 
to break down minerals in me-
teorites and a mass spectrom-
eter to analyze the individual 
elements.
Meteorite cores are interest-
ing chemically - they resemble 
steel alloys and usually contain 
large amounts of magnetic 
iron.  As McLean collected his 
Indiana meteorites, he used a 
great deal of chemical foren-
sics to determine their origin 
by looking for certain elements 
to fi ngerprint the meteorite. 
He even discovered pieces re-
covered in Indiana of the fa-
mous Canyon Diablo meteor-
ite, which originally crashed in 
Arizona.
McLean said of his research, 
“I enjoyed using forensics and 
fi nding trends related to plati-
num, gold, and copper...  Indi-
ana meteorites have not been 
studied much yet, so there’s 
an opportunity there to make 
a lot of progress.”  There are 
even opportunities for stu-
dent involvement as the co-
operation between Rose-Hul-
man and ISU continues, said 
McLean.
This is the second part in a 
series of articles that will re-
port the accomplishments of 
professors recently returning 
from sabbaticals and leaves. 
Coming next week: John Rick-
ert’s experience at the NSA and 
Bruce Allison mentors student 
projects at Ventures.
Professors, from 
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Out This Week
Corpse Bride
Featuring the voice of 
Johhny Depp
Directed by Tim Burton,
 Mike Johnson
Rated PG
Limited Release
Everything is Illuminated
Starring Elijah Wood
Directed by Liev Schreiber
Rated PG-13
Just Like Heaven
Starring Reese Witherspoon
Directed by Mark Waters
Rated PG-13
Lord of War
Starring Nicolas Cage
Directed by Andrew Niccol
Rated R
Out on DVD
The Hitchhiker’s Guide to the 
Galaxy
Fever Pitch
“Frasier” - 6th season
Out on CD
The Dandy Warhols - Oddito-
rium or Warlords of Mars
Sigur Ros - Takk
Switchfoor - Nothing is Sound
ENTERTAINMENT4 The Rose Thorn
Mike Jones
Entertainment Editor
It’s no secret that indie kids 
adore Sigur Ros’ 2000 album 
Agetis Byrjun for its grand or-
chestration, mysterious si-
renesque vocals, and its all-
around uniqueness. Fans were 
instantly drawn to it, and it 
was heralded as one of the 
best albums of the year, if not 
the decade so far. In 2002 the 
band released the follow-up 
to its breakthrough album ( ), 
and some fans were slightly 
confused/annoyed/angry. The 
album blatantly gave the lis-
tener very little information 
(blank pages in the booklet, 
songs without titles) which 
was ultimately seen as preten-
tious. Although it was good, 
many wished for the soaring 
vastness of Agetis Byrjun to re-
turn. For an entire album be-
ing in the fictional language 
“hopelandish”, ( ) didn’t sound 
very hopeful at all. The passion 
of Agetis Byr-
jun had been 
replaced by 
gloom and 
doom; a land-
scape portray-
ing no escape 
as opposed to 
one that lent 
itself to fan-
tasy. 
This brings 
us to the band’s recent follow 
up to ( ), Takk. As could have 
been expected due to fan re-
action in 2002, Sigur Ros has 
moved back toward the direc-
tion that provided them with 
their fanbase. The gloom is 
gone, and the doom has been 
removed as well. 
Takk provides listeners clam-
oring for more of the old with 
the album they’ve asking for 
since 2000, but the albums are 
still different 
enough that 
the band can’t 
be accused 
of recreat-
ing their most 
loved work. 
The album 
opens with 
the ambient 
soundscape of 
the title track. 
This eventually leads into 
“Glosoli”, the first official song 
of the album. Here the first 
sounds of Birgisson’s vocals 
are heard, and are kept in line 
by a marching rhythm section. 
It builds up to a massive cli-
max of swirling bells, stomp-
ing, and immense distortion 
– a very fitting opening song 
to Takk. By the time the piano 
and orchestra of “Hoppipolla” 
come full circle, listeners will 
know the Sigur Ros of Agetis 
Bryjun has returned. “Hop-
piano” is more reminiscent of 
“Staralfur” than anything else 
recorded by the band. 
The superior song craft con-
tinues throughout the entire 
album. “Se Lest” is a nine-
minute  showcase of the band’s 
ambient tendencies. It does 
drag slightly, but is recovered 
by a much-needed horn sec-
tion near the end. Although 
slightly gloomy, the crescen-
dos of “Saeglopur” lift it from 
the murk until it fades into a 
simplistic piano melody. “Hey-
satan”, the closer of the album, 
is actually quite short for a 
Sigur Ros song, coming in at 
four minutes. It’s also about 
as simple as the band gets. It’s 
basically a guitar/vocal track 
with some background en-
semble, and leaves the listener 
with an ultimately warm feel-
ing at the close of Takk. 
By far the feature song of the 
album is the first single “Gong”. 
It is surprisingly catchy for a 
Sigur Ros song, but still pro-
vides enjoyment after a few 
listens. Strings bleed into a 
repetition of guitar and busy 
drums. Birgisson’s vocals are 
simply amazing, and make 
“Gong” one the best songs I’ve 
heard all year. The distorted 
piano bridge sounds unlike 
anything else by the band. 
All in all, it sounds like a re-
ally good Coldplay song with a 
much better vocalist. 
In fact, I can’t help but make 
comparisons to Coldplay for 
most of Takk. Don’t get me 
wrong, the production is abso-
lutely different, and Sigur Ros 
has creativity that Coldplay 
simply doesn’t possess. But the 
style of crescendos and simple 
piano parts used are actually 
very similar. 
However, this is not a bad 
thing at all. On the confus-
ing, nameless ( ), members 
of Sigur Ros actually could’ve 
used some of Coldplay’s abil-
ity to write plain music. It 
just seemed like they were 
trying to hard to make some-
thing masterful. A step closer 
to pop (not a very big step, 
keep in mind) seems to be 
just what the band needed to 
capture their past magic. Takk 
is a delight to listen to, and is 
certainly a must for any fan of 
Sigur Ros. 
Album: Takk
Artist: Sigur Ros
Producer: Sigur 
Ros, Ken Thomas
Takk captures past magic for Sigur Ros
Benjamin Mann
Staff Writer
Just this Tuesday, more privi-
leged souls were able to see the 
long anticipated Final Fantasy: 
Advent Children for the fi rst 
time since it was promised to 
the public (such a long time 
ago that it seems like forever). 
Every true fan of the Final Fan-
tasy series has been holding his 
or her breath for over a year, 
and fi nally everyone is able to 
exhale.
This movie follows one 
of Square’s most successful 
games, Final Fantasy VII; the 
story of the ex-soldier Cloud 
Strife fi ghting to save the future 
and atone for his past.  
For those who are not big 
fans of the series, this particu-
lar game featured the spiky 
blond-haired guy with the big 
sword fi ghting against the sil-
ver-haired guy with the sam-
urai katana.  (As opposed to 
the black-haired guy with the 
gun-sword versus the blond 
guy with the other gun-sword, 
the guy with the tail versus the 
white-haired creepy guy, or the 
guy who looked like Meg Ryan 
with a water sword versus a 
several-mile-high living battle-
ship.)
Two years after Sephiroth is 
defeated and the Lifestream 
saves the planet from the wrath 
of the meteor, a small faction 
led by a young man named 
Kadaj seeks out “Mother” for 
a mysterious and sinister plot. 
Cloud, along with the other 
protagonists from the game, 
the Turks, and even a surprise 
character, aid in the preserva-
tion of the planet against this 
threat.   
Exciting fi ght scenes, inter-
esting stretches of insightful 
dialog, redone Final Fantasy 
VII music by the one-and-only 
Nabuo Uematsu, and plenty 
of humor dot this movie like 
sprinkles covering a smorgas-
bord of tasty doughnuts.
Not only do all of the favorite 
characters come back, but so 
do some of the settings.  Mid-
gar, the church, the Northern 
Crater, and even the Ancient 
Forest appear in the span of 
this 1 hour and 40 minute story. 
Similar themes from the game 
also reappear in the movie. 
Unlike the last Final Fantasy 
movie (Final Fantasy: The Spir-
its Within; 2001), this feature 
stays true to the fantastic and 
magical aspects of this beloved 
series and is worthy of the Final 
Fantasy title.
The battles are few and rela-
tively far between, but every 
second and every sword clash 
is worth the wait.  Each lovable 
character is depicted just as he 
or she was in the game, right 
down to the way each character 
fi ghts.  Some of the very moves 
used in the game bless the eyes 
of the viewer, but worry not; 
they also learned a thing or two 
since every gamer left them in 
the Northern Crater on disc 3. 
These scenes include a one-
on-one martial brawl between 
the lovely Tifa Lockhart and 
one of Kadaj’s men, a few mo-
torcycle combat scenes, and an 
epic scene of Cloud and all his 
friends versus the summoned 
giant dragon, Bahamut.  
Just like any other anime, 
some of the physics and exag-
gerated battle mechanics are a 
little absurd, but not every bat-
tle is the classical 20-30 min-
utes long.  One of the fi ghts, as 
a matter of fact, lasts only a hair 
over a minute.
Overall, the movie is a won-
derful display of what Final 
Fantasy was created for; vibrant 
characters, wonderful plotlines, 
and spectacular action.  Any-
one who plays the games and 
even those who do not can eas-
ily fi nd a lot of entertainment in 
this movie.
Advent Children worth anticipation
Sigur Ros are the only Hopelandish speaking people left on Earth
http://rateyourmusic.com/view_album_details/album_id_is_348392
After massive confusion about the release, Advent Children has fi -
nally arrived for US audiences.
http://www.paxgamers.com/ss
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Price is wrong on Xbox 360
 Matt Buchanan
Washington Square News (NYU)
I don’t know about you, but the 
coming year is going to be one of 
the best ones I’ve had in a long 
time; Christmas will seem to last 
for months after getting an early 
start in November, when the Xbox 
360 launches  — if I can afford it. 
I made my initial predictions 
on the way the next generation of 
system wars were going to shape 
up back in late March. But with 
the 360 just around the corner, 
it’s time for a re-evaluation. 
With the 360’s launch several 
months ahead of the PS3 and 
having the enviable position of 
already possessing the best on-
line gaming network to date, 
Microsoft seemed ready to em-
brace and exploit its niche as the 
place for online gaming, with an 
improved, more comprehensive 
Xbox Live. 
Microsoft learned from its ear-
lier, nearly catastrophic mistakes 
in Japan by shoring up big-name 
Japanese developers, such as the 
fi rst collaboration of Toriyama 
and Sakaguchi since Chrono Trig-
ger: the highly anticipated Blue 
Dragon. Moreover, Microsoft 
is prepping many solid launch 
titles, the fl agship being Perfect 
Dark Zero, which Microsoft and 
Rare hope will be the next Halo. 
The ball was squarely in Micro-
soft’s court, with a serious game 
plan ready to go that had actual 
potential to fi nally give Sony a 
true competitor for its market 
share. The price seemed right 
too, hinting early in the sum-
mer that the 360 would debut at 
a semi-reasonable $299, taking a 
$75 hit on each box sold, slightly 
less than the loss taken on the 
original Xbox. 
By comparison, if the PS3 were 
to debut at $399, Sony would lose 
about $100 on each unit sold; 
Sony has set aside about $2.8 bil-
lion in losses for the fi rst launch 
year. 
Two weeks ago, Microsoft 
dropped the bomb that for $299, 
you can obtain the half-ass suc-
cessor to the Xbox, dubbed the 
“Core” system, though it’s been 
perhaps more accurately titled 
by web comic Penny Arcade the 
“Xbox Three-Sh--ty.” 
Sans hard drive, and featuring 
wired controllers instead of the 
wireless ones shown in every 360 
mock up, it’s likely that the Core 
system will not offer backward 
compatibility with most Xbox 
titles (barring “select” ones that 
will be run via software emula-
tion), and feature reduced func-
tionality in other ones. 
The true 360 runs a tear-in-
ducing (at least to me, until I saw 
EB Games’ “Omega Package” at 
a jaw-dropping $1,999) $399, 
boasting those uncomfortable-
looking wireless controllers and a 
20-GB hard drive. 
The upshot? Microsoft com-
pletely screwed any chance they 
had of making a serious move 
on Sony’s market, even barring 
rampant speculation being made 
by CNN’s “Game Over” column. 
They postulated that with Sony’s 
recent talk of its great expense 
being a fakeout move to trick Mi-
crosoft into setting the 360 into a 
price range that consumers can’t 
quite stomach, PS3 may debut at 
$299. 
While I initially questioned 
Microsoft’s early launch logic, I 
came around to it after thinking 
about today’s consumer state of 
mind, as well as that the PS2 has 
been showing its age recently; I 
could see some people going for 
a 360 rather than waiting several 
months for the launch of the PS3, 
especially if the 360 turned out to 
be cheaper. 
With that possibly no longer 
the case, Microsoft has blown its 
opportunity with these “swing 
gamers” who are now more likely 
to wait it out to see what the PS3 
has to offer. Or, those who have no 
intention of getting a PS3 anyway, 
such as myself, are simply going 
to wait until the PS3 launches to 
pick up a 360 in hopes that the 
price will drop. 
Meanwhile, Nintendo’s ma-
jor task appears to be simply 
restoring faith in fans who have 
become disillusioned by the big 
N’s apparent disconnect from the 
real world as of late. Nintendogs 
appears to be doing an admirable 
job at this. 
At the right price, Microsoft 
could have had a decent, perhaps 
crucial lead into the next round 
of the system wars, given that it 
had gotten so much else right this 
time around (though not the de-
sign). The last system to debut at 
$399 (and it did so early, no less) 
was the Sega Saturn, and while 
an excellent little machine, most 
of us know its ultimate fate.
The Xbox 360 is scheduled to be released before the Christmas season
http://privat.bluezone.no/vassbotn/br/xbox45frontcd
Starting to remember what 
being a broke college student 
is like? Get nicely inexpensive 
pizza from Papa John’s.
Extra Large
One-Topping
Limited Delivery Area - Coupon Required
ORIGINAL OR THIN CRUST WHERE 
AVAILABLE  Expires: 5/28/05.  Not valid 
with any other offer.  Valid only at participat-
ing locations.  Customer pays all applicable 
sales tax.  Additional toppings extra.
ON
LY 999Campus Only
One Large
One-Topping
Limited Delivery Area - Coupon Required
ORIGINAL OR THIN CRUST WHERE 
AVAILABLE  Expires: 5/28/05.  Not valid 
with any other offer.  Valid only at participat-
ing locations.  Customer pays all applicable 
sales tax.  Additional toppings extra.
ON
LY 799Campus Only
232-PAPA
S t o r e  H o u r s . . .
Mon-Wed: 9am - 1am
Thurs-Sat: 9am - 2am
Sunday: 12pm - 12am
1234 WABASH AVE.
Patrick Barret
Staff Writer
Tired of the lame action/com-
edy buddy cop fi lms?  Evidently so 
is everyone else.  However, you’re 
in luck.  Les Mayfi eld has made 
The Man unique by making the 
fi lm devoid of both action and 
humor.  In fact The Man came in a 
pitiful 6th this week, opening this 
weekend with just over 4 million 
in sales.  Mean-
while, The Ex-
orcism of Emily 
Rose opened at 
fi rst, followed 
by The 40-Year-
Old Virgin still 
at number two, 
easily topping 
The Man’s dis-
mal numbers 
despite being 
out for four 
weeks. 
The plot of 
The Man is great, as Eugene Levy 
plays a dentist who is mistaken 
as ATF agent Sam Jackson, played 
by Samuel L. Jackson (the resem-
blance is uncanny). Jackson is try-
ing to bust the bad guys for steal-
ing a lot of weapons and killing his 
dirty partner.  
Sammy goes undercover and 
sets up a meeting with Luke Goss 
— the guy who stole the guns — to 
buy the previously mentioned lift-
ed items.  However, he shows up 
late and Goss thinks Levy wants 
to buy the weapons, since he is 
reading a USA Today (the method 
they have chosen to identify one 
another).
What follows are the intended 
humorous situations of the dy-
namic duo, which include and 
are limited to Levy running away, 
Jackson chasing him, and fart 
jokes.  Jackson phones it in as he 
plays the same part as most of his 
other fi lms, (“Haven’t you seen my 
movies?”) and Levy plays his usu-
al dorky, talkative self as he does 
in American Pie, and I can only 
assume in Holy Man, Silver Man, 
and The Ladies’ Man, the fi lm’s 
precursors.
H o w e v e r , 
there are some 
amusing parts 
in The Man. 
Most notable is 
when Levy ex-
plains to Jackson 
to say “crying 
out loud” after 
dropping a cer-
tain swear word 
(it starts with 
the same later 
as “for”). He ex-
plains that one 
will eventually succumb to simply 
saying, “For crying out loud.”  
I also couldn’t stop laughing 
when Levy peed himself for no 
reason in the pool that he and 
Jackson were standing in.  
But seriously, the only really 
good part of the movie was when 
Jackson says “tasty burger,” which 
reminded me of Pulp Fiction. 
Unfortunately  even that leads to 
a fl atulence of jokes about there 
being more than ties between Al 
Qaeda and Iraq.
All in all, The Man is terrible. 
Zero out of fi ve, zero out of ten, 
zero stars and two thumbs down. 
Hopefully the next movie I review 
will be better. I’m open to sugges-
tions.
F-f-for crying out 
loud, make a good 
movie! 
Les Mayfield 
has made The 
Man unique 
by making the 
film devoid of 
both action 
and humor.
A Tuesday Night Viewing of The Man
Aaron Meles
Opinions Editor
Staring down at the 200th ciga-
rette butt I had picked up that Sat-
urday, I wondered at how many 
desperate people it must have 
taken to fi ll Ohio Street between 
7th and 19th with this many ciga-
rettes smoked halfway down the 
fi lter. I also marveled at the fact 
that there were only eight people 
at my side to help with this behe-
moth task: cleaning up after the 
innumerable tobacco — and, evi-
dently, fi lter paper — dependent 
litterbugs that stroll the streets of 
Terre Haute. 
At the United Way’s Clean-Up 
Day this past Saturday, sixteen 
Rose students joined about 400 
Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, and vari-
ous other varieties of Scouts and 
organizations for two hours in 
participating in several urban 
beautifi cation projects, the cen-
tral focus of which was picking 
up litter downtown. 
Despite the hot weather and 
the mysterious yellow stains 
on my United Way-issued latex 
glove, my cohorts and I found the 
work very rewarding. Any form of 
manual labor makes me appreci-
ate engineering more, but taking 
care of the city I study, work, and 
live in for nine months a year con-
ferred several additional benefi ts. 
By progressively working my way 
down the streets of Terre Haute, I 
learned where several businesses 
were located, which I may need to 
utilize in the future. Another rev-
elation hit me halfway through 
the day: by having taken this 
small amount of responsibility in 
the greater good of Terre Haute, 
I had unwittingly given up my 
right to complain about the state 
of the city, because I had helped 
make the city what it is.
Despite all these positive at-
tributes, only sixteen Rose stu-
dents decided to join this project. 
In this instance, the project was 
under-publicized, but even if it 
hadn’t been, how many students 
would have shown up at 10 a.m. 
on a Saturday? Would you have 
done it? I must admit, I probably 
wouldn’t have come if I hadn’t 
promised a friend that I would. 
It is this apathy, which most col-
lege students have in common, 
that  keeps us all from being 
good members of society. Just as 
ignoranace of current events or 
poor communication skills can 
be considered character fl aws, 
so too can an indifference for the 
well-being of your community. 
In essence, participating in com-
munity service makes you a bet-
ter human being.
The next time you have an 
opportunity to help out around 
campus or around the city, I 
challenge you to take advantage 
of the opportunity. A little old-
fashioned work can do you noth-
ing but good, and you will meet 
some awesome people and feel 
great about what you’ve done. 
Getting out and participating can 
be a hard thing to do at Rose, but 
the work we do for class is not an 
excuse to withdraw from civiliza-
tion. 
I also challenge event planners 
to be proactive in their recruit-
ing. Don’t just ask for volunteers, 
go out and get them! Students 
are both generous and slothful by 
nature, and just getting them to 
commit is usually enough to break 
through the inherent laziness. 
There are quite a few service 
orientented students and organi-
zations at Rose, and I am not for-
getting about them. I also know 
that there are plenty of generous 
students on campus. That much 
was evident in the overwhelming 
response to the Hurricane Ka-
trina collections last week. How-
ever, too often, we  fi nd it easy to 
throw money at problems and 
leave them to resolve themselves. 
Sometimes it is necessary to 
pound the pavement, get messy, 
and experience the action, rather 
than the funding, part of char-
ity.
One hummer too many
I don’t care about your apathy
OPINION6 The Rose Thorn
Benjamin Mann
Staff Writer
I like humanities classes as 
much as the next guy; they 
are intellectually stimulating, 
thought provoking, and – most 
importantly – required for gradu-
ation.  Taking a humanities class 
is admittedly diffi cult for anyone 
who, like me, is barely literate 
and doesn’t like writing papers.
However, a certain amount of 
enjoyment can be derived from 
it. No matter how much I love my 
mathematics and engineering 
courses, it is nice to have an out-
let in a different area of thinking. 
It is for this reason that I made 
my big mistake.  
While excitedly planning this 
fall’s schedule in a nook of my 
small, cramped freshman dorm 
room, I realized that if I found a 
class that would be held a spe-
cifi c hour of the day, my overall 
schedule would consist of a nice, 
manageable block of classes, 
as opposed to all of my previ-
ous quarters’ class schedules, 
which splattered all across the 
hours like a scatter plot of data 
for a chemistry experiment gone 
awry.
To put the delicious fi nish-
ing touches on my perfect 16-
credit-hour schedule, I added 
a humanities elective, since I 
lacked the precious require-
ments to take any interesting 
electives in my fi eld of study. 
The problem, to which I did not 
commit much critical thought, 
was that my planned schedule 
already contained a humani-
ties credit.  Foolishly, though, at 
seven o’clock the next morning, 
I eagerly submitted my requests 
for classes and was blessed with 
success – at least I thought so at 
the time.
Now, half my credit hours this 
quarter are fi lling my brain with 
facts which will eventually, com-
bined with the knowledge of fu-
ture classes, make me incredibly 
fi lthy rich.  The other half is fi ll-
ing my afternoons and evenings 
with hours upon hours of liter-
ary analysis, paper writing, and 
novel reading .  It is not that I am 
against any of the three above 
mentioned activities, but I occa-
sionally wonder if I would rather 
take off my own left foot with a 
hacksaw.
I feel that humanities classes 
are important for the growth 
of students as individuals by 
expanding our minds to think 
outside of numbers, tanks of 
salt water, and circuit boards.  I 
also feel that there is a reason 
the number of required humani-
ties courses is less than the total 
number of quarters a student 
usually takes. 
Humanities classes are impor-
tant to all universities, even one 
such as ours, and our humani-
ties department is excellent.  But, 
if you ever contemplate even 
thinking about taking two hum-
mers at the same time, then 
please heed this warning.  If you 
believe for a second that this is a 
good idea, then either you have 
made a grave miscalculation in 
judgment, or you are absolutely 
insane.  While neither is a terrible 
scar on one’s character, both may 
be punishable by a very, very long 
quarter of late-night reading, 
four-page essays, and hour-long 
interpretive discussions.
Editorial cartoon
by Erin Hudson
Here’s 
your new 
opinion
Aaron Meles
Opinions Editor
The nomination hearing of 
Judge John Roberts for the Unit-
ed States Supreme Court has 
been a tedious interrogation of 
a man whose intelligence sur-
passes that of his questioners. 
While he was more than respon-
sive to the Senator’s questions 
that reviewed broad topics of 
jurisprudence, the Judge un-
remittingly refused to discuss 
his preconceptions of specifi c 
cases, stating that “I will con-
front every case with an open 
mind. I will fully and fairly ana-
lyze the legal arguments that 
are presented. I will be open to 
the considered views of my col-
leagues on the bench. And I will 
decide every case based on the 
record, according to the rule of 
law, without fear or favor, to the 
best of my ability.”
What a refreshing statement 
to hear from Washington! To 
hear that the future Chief Jus-
tice is promising to bind him-
self to the restrictions laid out 
in the Constitution is one of the 
most encouraging concepts I 
have heard in a long time. In a 
time when such fundamental 
questions are facing the nation, 
such as the Guantanamo Bay 
prisoner’s rights situation and 
gay marriage debates, the U.S. 
needs men and women who 
will ultimately serve the doc-
trine that has seen our nation 
through so many hardships, 
the Constitution. Who better to 
ensure constitutionality of the 
actions of the government than 
the Chief Justice of the Supreme 
Court?
Our government has gone 
about 70 years without adher-
ing to the restrictions of the 
Constitution. In that time, our 
government has grown to a size 
that few can fathom or properly 
oversee. Most people pay huge 
percentages of their paychecks 
in taxes in order to pay for gov-
ernment programs. A man like 
John Roberts, who is so loyal to 
the stipulations of the Constitu-
tion, is a step in the right direc-
tion to get our government back 
within the bounds of the docu-
ment that our Founding Fathers 
set our nation up for success.
Angry about something?
Make someone else read it!
e-mail: opinions@rose-hulman.edu
It’s about time
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Large One Topping
$5.99 + Tax
Sunday Only Special
$5.00 + Tax
Rose-Hulman Special
Alvin Anassi
Staff Writer
Last week’s game proved to the 
Engineer football team that it’s 
a long road to becoming a play-
off team. While the score of 49-7 
may not refl ect it, the Engineers 
showed a promise of things to 
come. Defensively, pressure was 
constant with many players hav-
ing tackles-for-loss and recording 
sacks. There were also multiple 
times in the game where the Li-
ons’ quarterbacks were rattled. In 
addition, several big hits were re-
corded by junior Mike Alto which 
proved to the Lions’ that the En-
gineer defense was still much 
alive at the beginning of the third 
quarter and throughout the sec-
ond half when he managed eight 
tackles. Offensively, the rush-
ing game still proves to be the 
strength of the team. Although 
the passing game never fully got 
of the ground, big catches were 
made by Ryan Robinson and Dan 
Downey, two steady possession 
receivers. Also, improvements 
from last year include the time 
Hummel had to deliver the ball 
as the engineer offensive line al-
lowed no sacks.
 With last week over, the 
entire football club look forward 
to Concordia University out of 
Chicago; a team that shows some 
talent on the defensive line with 
athletes in many other positions. 
The defense looks to tighten 
down on big gains and remain 
strong in the rushing defense; 
in last week’s game, the defense 
had only allowed for 103 yards 
before giving up a 76 yard touch-
down run. The defensive second-
ary continues to get healthier as 
senior Bryce Beckstrom should 
be at full strength in a couple of 
weeks and Alex Dimoff returning 
for this week’s game after a lim-
ited duty last week. The offense 
will look to continue to run the 
football. As with any week, Of-
fensive Coordinator Steve Engle-
hart looks to take advantage of 
the holes in the defensive line as 
well as exploiting the weaknesses 
of the secondary. Receivers vying 
for time include freshmen Nate 
Richter and Justin Meade along 
with Brian Pape, a proven receiv-
er.
 Overall this week’s ac-
tion looks to be explosive with 
great possibilities for Rose-Hul-
man to make a statement in the 
D-III football world by returning 
to the winners circle and getting 
much needed applicable practice 
for future contests including the 
upcoming battle with the SCAC 
giant Trinity University.
Back to the 
drawing board
Rose Hulman News
The Rose-Hulman Institute 
of Technology volleyball team 
earned its fi rst victory of the 
season with a 30-21, 30-24, 21-
30, 30-16 over Earlham College 
to cap the Engineer Volleyball 
Invitational on Saturday at Hul-
bert Arena.
Freshman Brandi Sturgill (Zi-
onsville, N.C./Watauga) paced 
the team with a season and 
career high of 47 assists.  Fresh-
man Sarah Messmer (Cincin-
nati, Ohio/McNicholas) added 
a career high 17 kills to make 
the all-tournament team.
Sophomore Katie Tharp 
(Linton) and junior Jennifer 
Scott (Indianapolis/ Ben Da-
vis) also contributed to the 
match with 13 and 11 kills re-
spectively.  Scott also provid-
ed the team with five service 
aces with four other players 
contributing with two service 
aces a piece. 
Senior Laura Telezyn (Terre 
Haute/South) led the defense 
with 21 digs, with Messmer and 
Sturgill pitched in with 12 digs 
each.
Illinois College opened the 
day with a 30-22, 30-26, 30-16 
victory over the Engineers.
Messmer paced the Engi-
neers with 10 kills, three aces, 
three solo blocks and one block 
assist.  Tharp added six kills and 
a team-high fi ve block assists.
Sturgill led the team effort 
with 21 assists.  Scott pitched 
in with four service aces, while 
Telezyn had a team-high 15 
digs.
Rose-Hulman improved to 1-
7 on the season and travels to 
Anderson University on Tues-
day night.
Katie Tharp (9) recorded a team-high fi ve block assists against Il-
linois College.
Rose Hulman News
Engineers top 
Earlham for season’s fi rst 
victory to cap  invitational
Christina Davis
Staff Writer
Last Saturday, September 10, 
2005, was the thirteenth gath-
ering to celebrate the addition 
of fi ve new inductees into the 
Rose-Hulman Athletic Hall of 
Fame. 
Shawn Ferron, a 1990 gradu-
ate and new inductee, is the 
most accurate fi eld-goal kicker 
in school history (20-31, 64.5%). 
He amusingly admitted during 
his acceptance speech, “all of 
my fi eld goals were made within 
four yards. But that just goes to 
show you how great the offense 
was.”  
Another inductee was Mike 
Brown, a 1995 mechanical en-
gineering major, who fi nished 
fourth in the pole vault indoor 
national championship. He also 
set the school record for indoor 
and outdoor leap of 16’ 3 ¾” and 
16’ 6”, respectively.
Anthony Hammack, also a 
1995 mechanical engineering 
major, ranks third in school his-
tory with 2,830 career rush yards. 
As a senior, Hammack rushed 
1,182 yards alone.  This was the 
third best single-season attempt 
in school history.
Last to be inducted was Ron 
Reeves. Reeves, an athletic con-
tributor, was initiated based on 
his enthusiasm and passion for 
Rose-Hulman sports. Attending 
over a 1000 athletic events, he is 
known as the “Number 1 fan in 
the stands.” 
Bob Bright, leading a por-
tion of the induction ceremony, 
avowed that Ron is very noted 
for his stories.  Bright recalled 
his favorite, “ William Cook was 
sitting next to Ron in the stands 
when he received a splinter. 
Cook was upset and wrote Ron a 
check for $1 million dollars to fi x 
up the place.” 
In addition, 1917 graduate 
Walter Wente was initiated based 
on his ability to play tennis. He 
was the 1915, 1916, 1917 Indiana 
Collegiate Tennis Singles Cham-
pion. His life, unfortunately, was 
cut short due to a car accident in 
1920. 
Mike Brown, Anthony Ham-
mack, Shawn Ferron, and Ron 
Reeves felt privileged to join the 
already 123 inductees of the Ath-
letic Hall of Fame. 
Hall of fame grows by fi ve
From left to right: Ron Reeves, Anthony Hammack, Mike Brown, Shawn Ferron, and Bob Bright.
Christina Davis / Rose Thorn
Top Ten Constitution Day Activities
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1.
The Little Line o’ Litigious Lard: The content of the Flipside is intended to be purely humorous, and it does not represent the opinions of the Rose Thorn or Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology. It doesn’t represent anybody’s opinions. 
This place is way too cramped for me. All material is copyright of its owner. Chimp photo is under the CCPL located at http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/. Is there any way that we can get a larger offi ce?  One that’s not so cold?
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Wacky Prof Quotes
“That’s pronounced ‘zed’ in British, in case you don’t speak 
British.”
-- Prof. Ardis, promoting multiculturalism
“It’s a turn-on for a lot of people who like Mathematics.”
-- Prof. Evans, on Actuarial Science (which is totally hot)
“Do you want to know what I think of booties, personally?”
-- Prof. McLean, discussing preferences in laboratory 
equipment
“...and a take-home assignment for weekend arousal.”
-- Prof. Chenoweth, who knows what students like
“I’m talking from the standpoint of an advisor... Let’s say the HSS 
Department.  I’m not trying to pick on the HSS Department, 
but I want to get as far away from technology as possible.”
-- Prof. Bagert, picking on the HSS Department
“Get the name wrong, he might bust a cap in me.” 
-- Prof. Casey, on Diddy (that’s right, isn’t it?)
“Reverse osmosis is like putting your head in a press and all the 
knowledge coming out.”
-- Prof. Mueller, on the learning process
“Titanium… the aliens are trying to get our DNA…. Titanium.”
-- Prof. Ferro, who is, like, totally metal
“Salt tank problems... uh yeah, ...never had to use those in real 
life.”
-- Prof. Evans, on useless mathematics
“But I love the hippies, don’t get me wrong. So do Tupac and Bob 
Dylan, because, well, they know where to get good weed.”
-- Prof. Minster, who knows who to ask for weed
“Everyone’s gotten off by the time you get to the top. That sounds 
kinda wrong... Well, they got off the elevator. Maybe in a really 
good mood; I don’t know.”
-- Prof. Evans, on the probability of having a good time
Send your prof quotes or other humor material to
 fl ipside@rose-hulman.edu
This Day in History
In 1620, the Mayfl ower 
departs England for the new 
world, intending to sell their 
precious cargo of brass buck-
les in Virginia. Unfortunately, 
they end up in Massachusetts 
and are forced to fi nd new 
uses for their shipment.
In Addition
The eternal debate between 
cuspid and bicuspid will not 
be resolved in a mere fort-
night. We should be prepared 
for this discussion to last a 
very long time.
Stop looking at me!
Attend a riveting reenactment of the signing of the Constitution
Learn about the political system by playing “Pin the Blame on the 
Donkey”
Run through the hall screaming, “The British are coming!” in 
honor of the Revolutionary War
View Hertz’s demonstration of the fourth amendment as he gets 
seized and searched in rapid succession
Walk through the halls yelling “At least the British are coming!” in 
honor of the Iraq War
Participate in a 24 hour C-SPAN marathon
Declare one of your limbs unconstitutional, citing the precedent 
of Arm v. Leg
Celebrate the only crime defi ned in the constitution by commit-
ting treason
Come up with cool constitution-related catchphrases, such as “I’ll 
separate your powers” or “Your mom amends”
Have fun and be patriotic by joining in a “Three-Fifths Compro-
mise” drinking contest
-Aaron Meles
Make a Monkey Out of Me
Alex Clerc
The great debate over evolution has been raging in our nation for nearly a century and, in my opinion, 
the controversy is not really over where giraffes or antelopes or yaks came from, but where we came from. 
I’ve been exposed to two main ideas: some say we were made in God’s own image.  Others say that our 
great*105 grandparents were monkeys.
I started thinking critically about evolution this one time when I was on the can taking the new Cosmo 
Quiz.  The fi rst question read:
“Do you look more like:
a) God or b) a monkey?”
I glanced into the mirror.  “There’s no way God is this hand-
some,” I said to myself as I circled (b), ate a banana, and threw feces 
at my sister.
After more deep refl ection about my origins, I’m now convinced 
that my great*105 grandparents were monkeys.  The similarities be-
tween humans and apes are too numerous to be ignored.  We have 
the same basic body structure, social behavior, and the same love 
of hurling our feces (oh, how I love hurling feces…).  The only im-
portant thing that separates humans from the apes is Cosmo (and 
although I don’t like to admit it, the apes are the smart ones for not 
reading that rubbish).
I don’t care where you believe you came from as long as you let 
me lay claim to my rightful simian heritage.  Monkeys are ridicu-
lously awesome.  They’re wicked strong, they pitch their own poo, they beat us into space, and they de-
feated King K. Rool and his Kremling Krew on four separate occasions.  And did I mention the projectile 
poops?  Wow.  To have descended from the apes is almost too good to be true.
Where can I check these guns?
belgianchocolate / fl ickr.com
Rambling Criticism From an Uneducated Senior Laptop
Now, hold on just a second.  I know you never want to hear from me about the things I know you’re 
doing wrong, but I think this is pretty important. That assignment for your humanities course... what’s it 
called? 18th Century German Postexpressionist Literature? Something like that. Anyway, I think the intro-
duction... well, I’d have to say it’s weak. I mean, there’s no content in it. None at all. You just sort of ramble 
there.
No, you listen. Just because you’ve had a few class periods in that class doesn’t mean you’re suddenly 
Ms. Expert. Or Mister. I can never tell, even after all of those photos you downloaded. Come to think of it, 
that probably makes you a Mister. Only guys look at that sort of thing, don’t they? And why do you spend so 
much time at it? That can’t be healthy. I mean, I don’t know much about you people, but I seem to remem-
ber some sort of admonition against that very thing.
Oh, and now you’re trying to reboot me. Yeah, good job, that’ll help, numbskull. Maybe if you wouldn’t 
click “I agree” on every dialog box that pops up when you’re surfi ng those sites for—
Okay, look, that was just impolite. I was right in the middle of a sentence, and you went and restarted 
the damn... oh, speaking of sentences, would it kill you to put a period at the end of a few when you’re chat-
ting with your friends? I mean, I’m all for effi ciency, but I’m pretty sure I have a shift key for a reason.
What are you spending all your time at, anyway? I mean, you don’t have me on all the time, but when 
I am, you’re just surfi ng the web and writing papers. Aren’t you supposed to be doing... something with 
gears, or something? Engineering? Design? Something like that. All I know is that that damn CAD program 
sucks up memory like you suck down those Mountain Dews.
By the way, when’s the last time you went on a date? You keep chatting up that chick from Blooming-
ton... what’s her name? Cutekittychick87? She’s on a goth kick, right? You do seem to like those girls with 
heavy makeup and gloomy outlooks.
Speaking of gloomy, how about updating your Winamp playlist once in a while? I can only hear so 
much Creed before I start getting this pain in the circuits all up my left...
No, I didn’t steal that from anywhere. That’s original material. No, don’t go looking it up... damnit. I 
don’t know why I bother talking to you. Get back to your damn homework. I’m fi nished.
ERRATUM
Last week’s issue referred to the Thorn’s Humor 
Editor as a “worthless waste of air, languishing 
like a steel tycoon, the sort that would make 
Karl Marx rip himself out of his grave and start 
messing up folks.”
The description should have read “worthless 
excuse for a human being, stagnating in fi lthy 
darkness instead of doing something decent 
with his life.”
